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STATE ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNAL - THIRD PARTY APPEALS ON TOWN PLANNING MATTERS 

55. Dr J.M. WOOLLARD to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure: 
In September 2002, the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure stated in this house that she supported the 
concept of third party appeals on town planning matters to the State Administrative Tribunal, but she also said 
that the State Administrative Tribunal had to have reasonable time to commence operations before she would 
consider allowing third party appeals.  Given that the State Administrative Tribunal commenced operations in 
January last year - it has been in operation for more than 12 months - will the minister ask the State 
Administrative Tribunal to introduce third party appeals; and, if not, why not?   

Ms A.J.G. MacTIERNAN replied: 
I am not sure of the precise text from which the member is quoting, but what I did say at the time was that I 
understood the arguments for third party appeals.  I also pointed out that, indeed, there were arguments to the 
contrary - that is, against third party appeals - and that there had been negative experiences in a number of 
eastern states’ jurisdictions arising from third party appeals, particularly when commercial players funded action 
groups to sabotage the aspirations of their commercial rivals, which has been a real problem.  However, I 
certainly did say that the government would be prepared to consider those issues after the settling-in period of 
the new regime for town planning appeals.  We have had some work done and some issues papers have been 
prepared.  I have made it very clear that this is the sort of issue that requires bringing the stakeholders together to 
determine whether we can establish some common ground, because it certainly would be a very controversial 
development.  We have given far greater capacity for third parties to be heard on appeals, which is very 
important.  I am happy to get a copy of the discussion papers and to consider holding a forum so that all 
interested stakeholders can consider this issue.   
 


